SCOTTISH BORDERS COUNCIL

Peebles Riverside Path Upgrades
Fotheringham Bridge to Eddleston Water

Online Public Information Session

07-07-2026, 7pm
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Provides a fully compliant, level path Significant loss of mature trees
Embankment alignment * Major shortterm ecological and visual
. * Removes design constraints associated impact on the riverside corridor
C Utt| ng with existing trees « Requires mitigation (compensatory
e Structurally efficient and relatively planting, habitat enhancement,
straightforward to construct possibly off-site measures)
e Can be built largely from the landward * Ongoing establishment and
Creates a level, compliant path at side (reduced river interaction) maintenance of replacement planting
the he!ght of the existingwallby Lower consenting and programmerisk ¢ Some environmental consenting still
removing most trees and . : : :
than in-river options required (e.g. near River Tweed)

constructing a reinforced earth
retaining structure to support a
clear corridor.

Considered technically feasible






Extract from JBA drawing 5122-E-001 (JBA Consulting, 2011)
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Other Consultant Designs A&

Extract from ENV Consulting Engineers drawing 17/030-001 (Env Consulting Engineers, 2018)




Compensatory Tree Planting
Loss of 7 mature trees and 20 saplings.

Planting native, climate-resilient trees at a 1:5 ratio of mature trees ensures long-term ecological
benefits.

Community Orchard Planting
Orchard planting within the old playpark site.

Biodiversity Enhancement Plan

Creating wildflower habitats and features for birds and bats improves ecological connectivity and
species diversity.

Construction Environmental Management Plan

Planning the construction sequence and to ensure measures are taken to minimise disruption to the
natural environment during the construction phase.

Soft Engineering Solutions

Seeded soil-filled retaining bags stabilise slopes and blend into the natural landscape, supporting
vegetation growth.

Enhanced Public Realm

Landscaped planting and seating areas improve user experience and compensate for mature tree
loss with quality spaces.

Compensatory Measures



Cycling Without Age

Creating opportunities for connection,
freedom and wellbeing

Accessible paths open up the riverside for everyone, allowing older
residents and those with mobility challenges to experience nature,
fresh air and the beauty of the River Tweed.

Improved routes create longer, safer journeys — enabling people to
travel further, explore more, and reach local places that may
previously have felt out of reach.

Connections to key points of interest help people remain active and
connected to their community.

Cycling Without Age is a wonderful example of how inclusive
infrastructure can transform lives.

Improved paths allow people who may no longer be able to walk,
wheel or cycle independently to continue enjoying the outdoors with
family, friends and the wider community.

These improvements are not just about paths — they are about
creating opportunities for wellbeing, independence, friendship and
belonging.



“My son loves to go cycling with his brother, we

M a ki n g 0 u td O O r a dve n t u re S have loan of an accessible hand cycle (from borders

council) which allows them to cycle together. Their
route to Glentress is over the footbridge and down

accessible for all e path at Gytos.

Accessible paths in and around Peebles allow my
son to have independence, without them, every
e Alocal P7 pupilwho uses a wheelchair and has an adapted bike outing would require parental assistance, and that
is a great example of how accessible paths can open up independence is lost.”
opportunities for children and families.

* Improved routes will help create smoother, safer and more
connected journeys, allowing him (and others) to ride alongside
friends and family rather than being limited by the path network.

* Accessible paths mean more opportunities to be active, explore
outdoors and take part in everyday adventures with the people
around him.

* Being able tojoin friends on walks and bike rides supports
confidence, independence, wellbeing and a sense of belonging.

* These improvements will benefit many others too — creating
spaces where people of all ages and abilities can enjoy Peebles
together.

“Accessibility is not just about reaching a destination — it’s
about being part of the journey.”
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Questions:

Robert.reid@scotborders.gov.uk

Title on email:
PEEBLES PATH QUESTION




Raised Path

Designs the path above existing
ground level to avoid tree root
systems, keeping elevation as
low as possible to limit ramp
lengths and tie into surrounding
levels.

Aims to retain existing mature trees
Minimises impact on tree canopies and
visual character

Aligns broadly with existing path level to
reduce large structures

Potential to avoid major root clustersin
plan

Extensive root disturbance still required
due to full-width root protection areas
High risk of tree damage, instability, or
long-term decline

Difficult to construct adequate sub-
base without harming shallow roots
No-dig solutions not fully viable; still
require excavation for edges and tie-ins
Likely long-term maintenance issues
(settlement, root heave)

Conflict between low gradients and root
protection constraints

Ultimately not feasible due to
unacceptable impact on trees



Option 1
West View




Aims to retain existing mature trees and

RootBﬂdge:

Raises the path to upslope
ground level using a
micropiled (root bridge)
structure to span over tree
root protection areas,
minimising direct impact on
existing trees.

avoids direct root damage

Minimises disturbance within root
protection areas

Provides a continuous route through a
constrained section

Steep ramp required (~7% over 45 m),
below accessibility standards (departure
required)

Significant height increase (up to ~2.2 m)
causing visual and privacy concerns
Complex structural requirements
(retaining systems and edge protection)
Likely need to remove/replace existing
gabion wall with engineered structure
Increased interaction with river
environment - higher consenting risk
(SEPA, NatureScot, RTC)

More complex construction (restricted
access, specialist plant, sequencing)
Not recommended due to design
compromises and complexity



Option 3
West View




Boardwalk

Constructs a piled
boardwalk extending into
the River Tweed to bypass
the constrained section,
avoiding the tree-lined
embankment.

Avoids direct impact on existing trees and
root systems

Provides a continuous route independent
of embankment constraints

Potential landmark feature

Very high construction cost (= £250k-
£380k for piling alone)

Requires specialist marine plant and
complex construction methods
Significant structural design
requirements (scour, debris, flood
loading)

High environmental sensitivity (River
Tweed SSSI). Extensive consenting
required (SEPA, NatureScot, River Tweed
Commission) with no guarantee of
approval

Increased programme and deliverability
risk

Departure from Standards required (flood
freeboard and level). Greater
maintenance burden and reduced
lifespan due to frequent flooding
Potentially visually intrusive and out of
character with surroundings






